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Academics

What to Expect

e C(lasses continue to get more rigorous
Attendance is important for academic success
Sophomore Service Project

Sophomore Research Project

It’s okay not to get an A

*Students should contact the teacher if they need extra help*



Sophomore Service
Project

Karissa Bowman is our service coordinator.

e Should’ve received an email on September 4th with
information/details. Students should have provided you with a
“Parent Acknowledgement” that you will need to sign by Friday,
September 12th.

e Students will discuss this thoroughly in theology classes.

e You will hear about it briefly tonight in theology classes. Mrs.
Bowman will be available to answer questions in Mrs. Reis/Mr.
Haire’s theology classes.

® This project must be successfully completed to pass Theology 10 and
return to Bishop Watterson as a junior.



Sophomore Research
Paper

Intro Paper - 9/29

Parent Signature / Research
Question - 10/06

Research Presentation in DH -
10/07

Bibliography and Evidence
Spreadsheet - 10/20

Full Sentence Outline - 10/27
First Draft - 11/21

Final Essay Due - 12/08

This is a learning opportunity
Teachers will walk students
through the entire process
Organization and meeting
deadlines is key to success
Encourage students to advocate
for themselves and communicate
with a teacher if needing help
Note cannot pass English without
passing the paper



Academics

Academic Honor Code/Al Policy

It is important for students to generate their own work
4-year cumulative policy

Plagiarism, Cheating, Use of Al, Copying others’ work.
Teacher will email parent/student as soon as this occurs
1st offense is a warning

Admin will contact for multiple offenses



Academics

Semester Finals - all core classes give a 90-minute test

® December 15-18
e May 26-29
e Students must be in attendance

Quarterly Honor Roll - 3.75 grade point average



Attendance

Absent 5 days in a row

® Reentry conference with School Counselor to organize make up
work

10 absences in a semester / 20 absences in a year
e Meeting with Vice Principal of Student Services, Parent, Student

28 absences in a year / 14 absences in a semester

e Student may receive 55% in class
® Administration will review students enrollment



Cell Phone Policy - must remain in lockers

Vape Detectors - installed in restrooms

Detention Process - after school

Tardy Process

All students are to remain at School Dances for the
scheduled duration of the dance



9th Grade School Counselor - Mrs. Jenny Sponseller

10th - 12th Grade School Counselors

® Mr. Zach Johnson - A-G

® Mrs. Samantha Zirkle - H-O
e Mr. Tom Woodford - P-SI

® Mrs. Mandy Fontaine - Sm-Z

Dominican Program Students School Counselor and Student
Wellness Counselor - Ms. Savanna Gazdik



bupport Services

Multi Tiered System of Support

® Teachers available 30 minutes before and after school
e National Honor Society tutoring offered in study halls
e Individual meetings with school counselor

Student Services Team actively monitors student progress throughout the year

® Intervention Specialist support in study hall by referral
e Academic Support Plans
® Dominican Program

If academic concerns arise contact teacher and school counselor



Programming

Areas of focus

Social and Emotional;
Substance Use
Academic

College Career

Services provided through

Classroom sessions
Small groups
Individual meetings
Additional events
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Lunch and Learns

Career exploratory
program where local
professionals come in to
connect with students

about their career paths.

Lunchand

2025-2026

Learn Events

B AT
17 (9th grade welcome)
ALL THINGS
BUSINESS
i NCAA
(9th grade welcome)
AN ALL THINGS
14 SOCIAL
SCIENCE

LOCAL
SUMMER
OPTIONS

19th grade welcome)
RESUME AND
MOCK
INTEVIEWS
MENTAL
HEALTH
AWARENESS
{9th grade welcome)

TEACHER PERMISSION
REQUIRED.

JUNIORS AND SENIORS ARE
GIVEN PRIORITY

ADDITIONAL DETAILS AND
SIGN UPS CAN BE FOUND IN
YOUR SCOIR ACCOUNT




Alternative Careers
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Curious about alternative career pathways including
trade schools, apprenticeships, police academy,
missionary work, military and more

Bishop Watterson hosts an Alternative Careers Fair in the
evening on Wednesday, November 12
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9mWOTOMfoA

e YoUScience is a career aptitude assessment with a
wealth of information into career research
e Sophomore Year
o 90 minute aptitude test administered in February
over three days in Theology courses
o March explore aptitudes
o April explore career connections
o Parents will receive a handout in the spring with how
to access student results
® Junior Year
o Future Planning Meetings counselors will review 'yo_u
results individually with students and parents science



SCOIR
Parent/Guardian
Overview
Counselor Training

SQOIR


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83dR8jXjN40

® Scoiris a college and career planning platform

® Sophomores currently have access; parent accounts will be
sent as a follow up

® YouScience results will be uploaded into students Scoir drive

® Career results from YouScience will lead to college major
options in Scoir

® Sophomore year students will begin following colleges of
interest and update activity list

® Junior and senior year students will continue to use Scoir for
college research and to carry them through the college

application process SADIR



e ——... y

9th Grade 10th Grade

IOWA Assessments - Spring PSAT - Fall
Pre ACT - Winter

11th Grade 12th Grade

PSAT - NMSQT - Fall Continue to individually schedule ACT
ACT - Winter; state administered ACT |/ SAT as needed
Individually schedule ACT / SAT




IOWA results were passed out
on Thursday, September 4
during counselor led
sophomore small group
sessions

Pass to meet graduation
requirements

Scores are not reported on
transcripts

Retakes in Math and English
will be administered the
week of November 17

Test prep sessions will be
held in October after school
on Wednesday’s

Students must attend two
prep sessions per test
needed to take



PSAT / Pre ACT

PSAT-

Administered Oct. 1
Free of cost

Practice test for SAT
Online

Sections - Reading and
Writing, Math

Scores available in
students College Board
accounts

Prep Bluebook and Khan
Academy

Pre-ACT

Administered Feb. 24
Free of cost

Practice test for ACT

On paper

Sections - English, Math,
Reading, Science

Paper score reports
delivered to school and
sent home

Prep ACT.org




End of First Semester

e Core course placement recommendations made by current teachers based
off of first semester grades

End of Third Quarter

® Placement reconsiderations are made
® Core course placements and scheduling requests are finalized

Common Sophomore Year Scheduling Question

e Decide to continue on with a third year of a foreign language
® Note 87% of OSU admitted freshman had a third year of a foreign language

Movement between course levels can change from year to year



Consider Appropriate Level of
Rigor
Focus on Progress



Advanced Placement
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Challenging high school
courses

Common curriculum with all
AP courses across the
country; Syllabus is
approved by College Board
AP exams administered
during national testing dates
the first two weeks of May
Scores range from a 1-5
Possible college credit

e Currently Bishop Watterson
offers 20 AP courses

Look for AP course
offerings available during
sophomore year scheduling

meetings

|
6 CollegeBoard
I




College Credit Plus
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Opportunity to earn both college and high school credits
simultaneously

« Consideration for college ready students; starts college
transcript

« Financial factor; can save students money earning college
credits
General Meeting will be held January 20 to learn about the
program, course offerings, the application process, and
funding




Building Activity List
Depth versus Breadth
If a student has not found fit
continue to try new things



What are colleges
looking for
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e Holistic Review

o Rigor of Transcript - review of course selection
compared to course offerings
Grade Point Average
Test Scores
Essays
Letters of Recommendations
Activity List
Volunteer Work
Leadership Roles
Demonstrated Interest
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NCAA / NAIA
NCAA (Div. | & I): M NAIA:

* Fee:S110 (after 9.15.25)
* Must meet 2 of 3 criteria below:
e A cumulative GPA of 2.0 on 4.0 scale
* Class rank within the top 50% of
their graduating class
e ACT score of 18 or SAT score of 970
(Critical Reading & Math combined)

* Fee:S110

* You must create an Academic
and Athletic Certification
Account

e High School Transcript (course
requirements differ by Division)

e No Test Score Required

ATTEND NOVEMBER 19th LUNCH & LEARN TO LEARN MORE!


http://eligibilitycenter.org
https://play.mynaia.org/

Communication

e Watterson Wednesday will continue to serve as the primary
source of communication

e C(lass of 2028 newsletters will be sent as needed with specific
grade level information

e Communicate with school counselor as questions and
concerns arise

e Eager for more college information contact school counselor



Questions

Counselors will be available in
the library throughout the
evening



