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Academics

Important to work hard the entire year!
Attendance is the key to success!

Academic Honor Code

® 4-year cumulative policy

Plagiarism, Cheating, Use of Al, Copying others’ work.

Teacher will email parent/student as soon as this occurs

1st offense is a warning, Admin will contact for multiple offenses
Senior Paper must be student’s own work



Academics

First Semester Finals - all core classes give a 90-minute test

® December 15-18
e Students must be in attendance

Second Semester Finals for Seniors - 45-minute test
e May15-20
e Students must be in attendance

Quarterly Honor Roll - 3.75 grade point average



Attendance

Absent 5 days in a row

® Reentry conference with School Counselor to organize make up
work

10 absences in a semester / 20 absences in a year

e Meeting with Vice Principal of Student Services, Parent, Student
e Students may not be allowed to participate in retreats

28 absences in a year / 14 absences in a semester
® Seniors will not be exempt from senior finals



May 5 - 16
Students are expected to take the exam if they are taking the class.

Teachers will make sure that students are enrolled in AP Classroom.

Payment of $99 due November 7
® Pay online on our website -> Academics -> Guidance -> AP courses
e Pay with cash or check made payable to BWHS - take to Room 118



Senior pictures were taken this morning. You will receive an email to
pick which of the two pictures taken you would like to be in the
yearbook and the senior composite.

Caps and Gowns are sized and ordered in December - school provides
these to the seniors.

Graduation Practices are held following senior finals May 18-20. These
are mandatory practices in order to participate in graduation
ceremonies.



Baccalaureate - Thursday, May 21 at 7pm in the main gym

Graduation - Saturday, May 23 at 9:30am in the main gym

Students must participate in both baccalaureate and graduation
ceremonies.

Tickets are required for graduation - usually 4 tickets per family, but
depends on the size of the graduation class. A detailed list of
graduation events/information will be emailed mid-April.



Cell Phone Policy - must remain in lockers

Vape Detectors - installed in restrooms

Detention Process - after school

Tardy Process

All students are to remain at School Dances for the
scheduled duration of the dance



Communication
e ——.. _

e \Watterson Wednesday will serve as the primary source of
communication

e C(lass of 2026 newsletters will be sent as needed with specific
grade level information

e Social Media

f Bishop Watterson High School
@bishopwatterson

@bishopwatterson

©



10th - 12th Grade School Counselors

® Mr. Zach Johnson - Last Names A-G

® Mrs. Samantha Zirkle- Last Names H-P
e Mr. Tom Woodford- Last Names Q-Sh
® Mrs. Mandy Fontaine- Last Names Si-Z

Dominican Program Students School Counselor and Student
Wellness Counselor - Ms. Savanna Gazdik



College Planning Agenda

Roles and Support
Application
Deadlines and Terms
SCOIR
o Pieces of applying
m Transcripts
m ACT/SAT Scores
m Teacher letter of recommendation
e \What are colleges looking for?
® \What comes next?



Whose Role is it Anyway?

Student Role: Counselor Role:
Exploring and deciding on - Meeting with students and
colleges to apply to families throughout the process
Exploring and deciding on an - Suggesting schools that could be

area of interest to study

Completing the application Sending t ot :
by the College due date - Sending transcripts, varying

Writing Supplements school forms, counselor
Sending ACT/SAT scores recommendation letter (if

Requesting transcripts and applicable)
letters of recommendation

a good fit for your student



Parent's Responsibility...

o —

As tempting as it may be...

¥ £ Try not to be the
w= helicopter parent

Be the submarine
parent




Types of Applications

e . o

1) The Common Application
2) The Coalition Application
3) School Specific Application (college’s own app)

» *Many colleges may use multiple applications for admission. Students only

need to use one of them!!!
<%
Q‘

COMMON
APFLICATION

COMMON
APPLICATION o UNIVERSAL
= college APPLICATION

HE COALITEGOI



Common Application

. »
www.commonapp.org

e 55 schools in Ohio use the Common App.

e Sample: The Ohio State University, Otterbein University, Miami
of Ohio, and University of Dayton

e Over to 1,000 schools across the country use the Common App

(@ OTTERBEIN
UNIVERSITY



http://www.commonapp.org/

Deadlines and Admission Terms

Admission Deadlines

Definition

Early Action (EA)

Rolling Admission

Regular Decision

Early Decision | & Il

Restrictive Early Action

Apply early and receive a decision early, NOT BINDING

Institution reviews applications and renders decisions as they are
submitted

Apply by a specific date and receive a decision early, typically in
the Spring.

Apply early, decision early, BINDING (If admitted, student must
enroll). Only allowed to apply to 1 ED | and/or ED Il deadline.

Apply early, decision early, NOT BINDING. May have restrictions
from applying ED, EA, or REA.




Goodbye, Naviance. Hello, SCOIR!

szR Q Search for colleges L ®©

Home Discover
Good Evening, Mandy
1 Assignment B Show archived
© Parent Brag Sheet Due in 39 days Q

Thank you for helping us curate the best possible college application for your student. Sharing specific
examples and stories about your child will help us provide the best letter and support possible. Thank you for
your time! Your BWHS Counseling Team!

i Go to Form @ Mark as Complete

@ 09 B sp

Inbox Me »

College Messages

W Villanova
University o

Schedule Your Fall ...

See All

My Student -+ Invite Student

DEMO Student
G Bishop Watterson High

School Class of 2026

SuggestedFollowing Applying App!
0 8 6 0


https://app.scoir.com/parent/dashboard

Student Demo & Important Reminders

SwIR Q Search all across Scoir @ ® N @ 0 Apply with Scoir

Home Discover My Colleges Inbox Me »
a
DEMO Student /7 Parents Account :
Mandy B 7/ o
@ 99 E Cooke Rd DS EORSSE & 226eagletontester@bwhs.org ¢
Columbus, OH 43214 Alma Mater: Heidelberg University (Pritmary)
D - + Invite a Parent + Add Alternate Email
- . .
1 will be a first-generation college
o May 13,1987 student.
Scoir FERPA
DEMO Student P
O No Release Authorization ([Einad
Personal Details Legal Sex: Male Signed by DEMO Student on 08/05/2025
Race: You are a first-generation student if neither parent or| Waiver of Rights m
Academic Overview Ethl’liCitY: Not Specified guardian has received a 4-year college degree. Signed by DEMO Student on 08/05/2025

) Citizenship: Not specified
Personal Bio

Application ID

Activities & Achievements
Common App ID: —

College Preferences



https://app.scoir.com/student/dashboard

Requesting Transcripts & Deadlines

sw I R Q @ ® R @ & Apply with Scoir
Home Discover My Colleges Inbox Me »

Q Unknown List Score ,f;}_glgvg Top Choices i Docs Tl Sort: Deadline 3 Export o B
Following (5) Applying (6) Applied (0)

Igleun?t:i: (S)Late University H P High Point University . .
' U5 igh Point NG Admission | Request
#5 Docs Sent 0 Deadline Transcript By

Applying for 2026-2027 entry Celebrate

Oct. 15 Oct. 1

Suggested Viewo

Keep tabs o
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(_[‘ University of Cincinnati (M...
Cincinnati, OH ®

John Carroll University

University Heights, OH ° NOV_ 1 Oct_ 1 5
Lniversitv of Mount Linion
Nov. 15 Nov. 1

Dec. 1 Nov. 15




Teacher Letter of Recommendation

Things to Note:

e KNOW what your college requires (core teachers, etc.)
® Not all colleges require a Letter of Recommendation. Selectivity

and admission “fit” are a factor.

e Diversify your letters, when possible (advisor, coach, boss)

Steps to Request a LOR:

Face-to-face conversation with the teacher

Give your teacher at least 2 weeks notice before a deadline
Request through SCOIR

Complete the “Teacher Brag Sheet”



Standardized Testing

ACT®WWW.actstudent.org SAT . www.sat.org/register

Test Date Registration Deadline Test Date Registration Deadline
September 6 August 1 September 13 August 29

October 18 September 12 October 4 September 19
December 13 November 7 November 8 October 24

Last guaranteed date: Sept. test. The October test |\ Last guaranteed date: August test. The October
may not meet Nov. 1 deadlines. " | testshould make Nov. 1 deadlines.

Electronic Testing: Select BYOD, BWHS device does not meet requirements

TEST OPTIONAL: https://fairtest.org




Sending Scores

e ——... o

Only students/parents can send test scores - Counselors do not
have access to student accounts!

e ACT Scores must be sent to the colleges directly from ACT.
e SAT scores must be sent to the colleges directly from the College Board!

Self-reporting your scores in the Common Application is NOT sending your scores.

Each test is sent separately! Make sure you have sent each test to the colleges you plan to
apply to.
STARS - Self-reported Transcript and Academic Record System — A platform for applicants

to self-report their high school coursework and grades, serving as a replacement for sending
official transcripts to participating colleges (ex: Clemson, Pittsburgh, Florida, Tennessee)



What are colleges looking for?

O

Holistic Review - You will hear this term a most colleges
GPA - Weighted/unweighted - many colleges create
their own GPA for students

Classes taken compared to what we offer

Volunteer

Leadership

School Activities

Demonstrated Interest - elite colleges use this

O

O O O O O



Controllable factors:

What my child CANNOT control

® Institutional Need - Is this fair

o Geographics

o Special talents (music/athletic)

o Ability to Pay - Colleges that
don’t admit students “financial
aid blind”

o State legislative rules

o History with the school- Legacy
- Many college no longer use
legacy

What my child CAN control

Grades - for the most part
Senior Schedule
Demonstrated Interest
Volunteer

Active in school
Leadership

Sending test scores
Meeting all deadlines!



Colleges Representatives Visiting
Bishop Watterson

Juniors and Seniors have the opportunity to
meet with over
100+ College Representatives
visiting Bishop Watterson High School each fall

Students need to sign up in SCOIR at least two days
prior to the scheduled visit. No day-of requests will be
accepted. On the day of the visit, students will receive
a pass in homeroom that will need to be signed by the
teacher whose class the student will be missing. Bring

the signed pass to the visit to be admitted.



Sponsored by these ares Central Ohlo Migh Scheols:

fherary Grarchiom Hetghts St Oarbes Progaratcry
/ Bahas rartiey ilard Cty Schock St Francts Duabes
Bur Wetterwzn e Abary Usper Acingion
Dubsin Coffnan Otenarggy Wertervin Cortr o
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Columbus Suburban College Fair )
Sunday, September 21, 1-3:30pm COLUMBUS SUBURBAN "X J
At Capital University
Bishop Watterson is a sponsor

Parents & students attend
WEAR YOUR BISHOP WATTERSON s eomtiini.

colleges wil be represented
This event Is a must for all juniors and

' most senlors and 3 great NOSUCON S porve miss the opportunity to
° the college search process for freshmen  connect with admissions officers
and sophomares and ga '

Helpful Hints for a Successful Fair:

o Register for Strive Scarc Prior to the falr, register for & barcode
at steivalaiccom. Coleges will scan your barcode et the fair.

Look Over the List of participating
colloges and Target a Few you want 1o visit.

#nd got his of her name, phome rumber, and enmel

—_— ® Introduce Yourself 10 the reprasentatve
addreas This is your contact et that colege.

Ask Questions
such as “Does the college hive acadenvc programs 2360 E Mound St, Columbas, OH 43209 9
that fit my interest?™ o “Haw do you &asign Parking availablo in lots 51,52, and S3 3

rooMmmates in the dorms?™




What about Scholarships?!

e Online search engines: Fastweb, SCOIR, etc.
e Colleges themselves
o Automatically consideration for Merit based when apply
o Look for additional ones under their financial aid pages
e Local Companies and Community Organizations
e Military Scholarships
e Diocesean and Columbus Foundation Scholarships

Attend our Financial Aid and Scholarship evening on ZOOM
September 22nd for more information



Talk with your child to set-up a “Senior Planning Meeting” with your

counselor. We encourage at least one parent to attend this meeting with their
student.

Organize college applications/individual college requirements

Once applied, students will have to create admission portals at each school to
track college application status.

Pick ONE day/week that you all agree to touch base on college related items!



